WOOLER FIRST SCHOOL AND GLENDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL MARKING POLICY

AIM

To establish a broad, consistent approach to the way a pupil’s work is marked, so that pupils feel valued and have a clear understanding of how well they are doing and how they can improve. Marking will help pupils to improve their work and will inform teacher planning and monitoring.

PURPOSE
The purpose of marking is to:

· Give good quality feedback, which encourages the pupil, recognises success, promotes self-esteem and builds positive relationships between Teacher and Learner.

· Move the pupil on and explain ways in which the pupil can improve their work.

· Allow pupils to know what skills they are applying.
· Set targets for the pupil so that they know what to do to improve their skills.
· Provide evidence of progress and performance for each pupil.
GUIDELINES

1. All marking should be positive and constructive
2. The marking process is a means to develop a dialogue with the individual student and should encourage them to take an active part in their learning.

3. Ticks should be used to highlight areas of success, achievement and understanding.

4. Comments made should relate and be specific to the Learning Objective.

5. Comments should value the pupils’ work and give recognition or credit to the effort, achievement or both.

6. Targets/next steps should show pupils how to improve their work.

7. Marking of mistakes should be corrected sensitively, where it can be seen that this will help the pupil to progress. 

8. The pupil should be informed of the Success Criteria or ‘checklist’ that will be used to mark when embarking on a written task.

9. ‘Copying up’ should be avoided, so that pupils understand the place and function of writing in each subject area.
10. Pupils need to be given an opportunity to read marking feedback and to improve where necessary. Reflection on what they have achieved and what they need to do to improve is an important part of learning. Pupils should be given time to acknowledge the marking.
MARKING FOR LITERACY AND MATHS
Marking in Maths

· Mark in green pen

· If an answer is wrong, mark with a X 

· Once corrected mark with √c

· Where a number of corrections are required children use corrections as a subheading

· Comment in green

· Provide challenge/extension when appropriate – next step/ now try 

· Underline spelling errors with a wiggly line

· Where a child has received verbal feedback their work will be marked with    VF

· Where a child has received support their mark will be marked with a  S

· When a child chooses an activity themselves it will be marked with a    SC   (EY & KS1)

· Activities and work completed without support will be marked with  I  (EYFS & KS1)

All children will check for and respond to teacher feedback following marking – children to respond to teacher feedback in blue.

Marking Writing – all subjects

· Mark in green pen

· Children will respond to marking using a blue pen

· Use the margin for comments linked to improvement (KS2 onwards)

· In KS1 comment on areas to improve at the end of work

· Make positive comments at end of the piece of work

· Suggest next steps at end of work - children are then expected to respond below the comment in the next session

· Suggest improvements by underlining errors and using code below (KS2):

CL – capital letter

.    – full stop

/   - finger space

//  - new paragraph

WW – wrong word

For other punctuation corrections use the correct symbol e.g. ! ? etc.

Incorrect spelling to be underlined using a wiggly line

· Where a child has received verbal feedback their work will be marked with    VF

· Where a child has received support their mark will be marked with a  S

· When a child chooses an activity themselves it will be marked with a    SC   (EYFS & KS1)

· Activities and work completed without support will be marked with  I  (EYFS & KS1)

All children will check for and respond to teacher feedback following marking – children to respond to teacher feedback in blue or pencil.

OTHER FORMS OF MARKING

Self-Marking - students are sometimes encouraged to self-evaluate by identifying their own successes and looking for an improvement point, using the Success Criteria or checklist for that particular task.

Peer Marking - once a marking process has been modelled with the class, students can sometimes mark work in pairs. This allows them to develop their own critical capacity.
Teacher Interaction - A teacher should record in the pupil’s book when an interaction has taken place.
