
Titanic: A Timeline of Major Events 

The plan to 
build the 

Titanic was 
approved. 

Date July 29, 1908 May 31, 1911 January 1912 March 31, 1912 April 2, 1912 

The hull of 
the Titanic 

was finished 
and launched 
into sea for 
completion. 

Sixteen 
lifeboats 

were placed 
on the decks 
of the Titanic. 

The 
construction 
of the Titanic 

was 
completed. 

The first sea 
trials for the 
Titanic were 
conducted.  
They last 12 

hours. 

The Titanic 
was 

navigated to 
Southampton 
to prepare 
for launch. 

Date April 3, 1912 April 10,1912 April 12, 13 April 14, 1912 April 15, 1912 

Passengers 
board the 
Titanic and 

set sail 
toward 
France. 

The Titanic 
picks up 

passengers 
in Ireland 

and travels in 
calm seas. 

The Titanic 
receives 
many ice 

warnings but 
ignores most 

of them. 

The Titanic 
sinks to the 
bottom of 

the Atlantic 
Ocean. 
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Titanic: A Timeline of the Sinking  

Titanic 
receives 
several 

warnings from 
other ships 
about ice in 
the area. 

Date April 14, 1912 

Time All Day 9:00pm 9:20pm 10:50pm 11:39pm 

Second 
Officer 

Lightoller 
warns the 
lookout to 

look “keenly” 
for ice. 

Captain Smith 
goes to bed 
for the night.  
First Officer 
Murdoch is on 
duty on the 

bridge. 

A nearby ship, the 
Californian, reports 

that they have stopped 

for the night because 
they are surrounded 

by fields of ice.  The 
wireless operator tells 
him to “Shut Up. Shut 

Up!” and the message 
is never delivered. 

From the crows 
nest, the lookouts 
report “Ice Berg 

Right Ahead” to the 
bridge.  Officer 

Murdoch reverses 
the engines and 
turns the ship.  

The Titanic 
strikes the 
iceberg and 

begins flooding.  
The watertight 

doors are 
closed.  

Date April 14, 1912 April 15, 1912 

Time 11:40pm 12:00am 12:45am 2:05am 2:20am 

Officer Murdoch  
inspects the ship 
and finds that 
the first six 
watertight 

compartments 
had already 

been breeched. 

The first 
lifeboat is 

launched at the 
same time that 

the first 
distress rocket 

is launched. 

The last 
lifeboat is 
launched. 

After 
breaking into 
two pieces, 
the Titanic 
sinks to the 
bottom of 

the Atlantic. 
©Teaching With a Mountain View 



Titanic Timeline Comprehension 
Years Passed 

The Titanic was discovered on 
September 1, 1985.  How many years 
did it take to discover the shipwreck? 

Building a Ship 
How long did it take from the time the 

plan to built the ship was approved 
and when Titanic set sail? 

Inference 
Why do you think the January 1912 
event was important enough to add 

to this timeline of events? 

Passengers 
What three locations did Titanic 

pick up passengers from?  

Waiting 
How much time passed between the 
time Titanic was ready to sail and 

when it left Southampton? 

The Olympic 
The Titanic had a sister ship called 
The Olympic.  It set sail in June 1911.  
Between which two events on the 

timeline would this event be placed? 

©Teaching With a Mountain View 



Titanic Sinking Timeline Comprehension 
Choice Words 

Using context clues, what do you 
think the word “keenly” means? 

Time Lapse 
How much time passed between when 

the first lifeboat was launched and 
the last lifeboat was launched? 

Inspections 
At 11:45pm on April 14, 1912, Captain 

Smith sent one of the ship’s officers 
to check on damage.  Between which 

two events would this be placed? 

Nearby Ships 
Which ship was nearby the 

Titanic and tried to warn them 
of the fields of ice ahead? 

Response Time 
If Titanic would have heard the final ice 
warning, how much time between then 
and striking the berg would they have 

had to stop or move away from the ice? 

Rescued 
The Carpathia rescued the survivors 

from lifeboats beginning at 4:10am.  How 
long were the passengers in the first 

lifeboat launched waiting to be rescued? 
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