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Let’s focus on those quiet parentheses. Brackets can be used to surround something that seems a bit out of
place in the sentence—an aside, an extra detail, or an intrusion.

You can add the information into the brackets to change the impact of the sentence.

Sentence without brackets — That morning he dressed in a grey tracksuit and trainers.

Aside - That morning (which was to change his life forever) he dressed in a tracksuit and trainers.
Extra detail - That morning he dressed in tracksuit (new, grey) and trainers.

An authorial intrusion — That morning he dressed in a tracksuit (he was as fit as a fiddle) and trainers.

Can you try some of these for the sentences below?

That afternoon the boy walked slowly home.

A woman looked at her watch.

He gazed out of the window.

Write two extra sentences which use brackets for different reasons.
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I can use brackets to show parenthesis.








I can use brackets to show parenthesis.








I can use brackets to show parenthesis.











